
In 2013, the UK cosmetic surgery industry was worth 
£3.6 billion. Non-surgical treatments, such as Botox 
and fillers, accounted for nine out of 10 procedures 
and were worth £2.75 billion - meaning surgical 
procedures accounted for £850 million.

No whole-of-industry statistics have been released 
since 2013, but we anticipate the value has grown 
significantly throughout the last five years. 
We investigated the most popular surgeries of 2017, as 
supplied by BAAPS, and uncovered the true cost of the 
cosmetic surgery industry for the patient.

Deciding to undergo any kind of cosmetic surgery 
is a big financial commitment, however, in addition 
to initial cost of the operation itself, there are 
additional ‘hidden’ costs. These include 
post-surgery supplies - painkillers, dressings and 
so on. The most significant of these extra 
expenses arises from the time required off work in 
order to recuperate. 

The below chart demonstrates the recovery time 
cost per patient, based on the average 2017 weekly 
salary of £550 (this figure will be higher for those 
who earn over £25,000 per year):

Though the number of procedures have fallen in 
recent years, due to the increasing popularity and 
availability of non-surgical alternatives, the 
cosmetic surgery industry remains a booming 
industry that generates millions for the UK 
economy every year. 

However, the cost to the patient remains high - 
both financially, physically and emotionally. If you 
are considering undergoing a cosmetic surgical 
procedure, it is important to thoroughly research 
your options in order to ensure you are as fully 
prepared as possible before committing to a 
potentially life-altering decision.

For more help and advice on how to choose a safe cosmetic surgeon, read our checklist here.

https://baaps.org.uk/media/press_releases/1535/cosmetic_surgery_stats_dad_bods_and_filter_jobs
https://www.cosmeticsurgerysolicitors.co.uk/news/real-cost-breast-augmentation-surgery
https://www.cosmeticsurgerysolicitors.co.uk/news/number-uk-cosmetic-procedures-decline
https://baaps.org.uk/media/press_releases/1535/cosmetic_surgery_stats_dad_bods_and_filter_jobs
https://www.cosmeticsurgerysolicitors.co.uk/news/emotional-impact-cosmetic-breast-surgery
https://www.cosmeticsurgerysolicitors.co.uk/about/how-to-find-a-cosmetic-surgeon

